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NOT ALL WHO WANDER ARE LOST.
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WELCOME...

WE’RE ABOUT WANDERLUST… THE SPIR IT OF ADVENTURE.  

THE THRILL OF THE CHASE.  THE UNBEATEN PATH. WE’RE 

ABOUT SHOWCASING THE BEST OF THE COAST.  THE 

HOTSPOTS THAT LOCALS KNOW BEST. 

There is  so much more to this  town than the  

sand, surf  and sun. 

We unvei l  the clever cooks,  indie industr ies and  

cool  haunts that make the Gold Coast such an 

excit ing dest inat ion to l ive – and vis it .

Join us between the covers of  Scout.  We’re no 

tour ist  mag or dest inat ion guide – we’re your local 

guide,  providing your passport to exper ience the 

real  Gold Coast whether you’re v is it ing,  here for 

business or lucky enough to l ive in this  c ity we  

cal l  home.

Keeley O'Connor
 — FOUNDER

A  N O T E  F R O M  U S EAT
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You’d have to have been hiding under a rock (or perhaps 
a mountain of Christmas gift wrap?) not to know about 
the opening of The Collective Palm Beach late last year. 
Celebrating Boxing Day with a game-changing take on Gold 
Coast dining, The Collective has taken the city by storm with 
sell-out days and nights the norm. We got the inside scoop 
from co-founder and director Jeremy Davidson on how this 
gem of an idea came to be - and what’s coming up next!

The Collective Palm Beach is a family business, with creative 
forces Jeremy, sales and marketing expert Chloe Hubbard 
and businessman and property developer Wayne Hubbard 
setting their sights on delivering a completely new dining 
concept. Comprising a world of culinary options under one 
roof, The Collective Palm Beach is home to:  

LUCKIES DINER:  
Casual American, burgers, wings and sides by the team from 
Easy Street Diner

THE ITALIAN JOB (POWERED BY BREAD AND BUTTER): 
Woodfired pizza and tapas by Jorge Mauleon of  
Bread and Butter

UMAMI:  
Asian Fusion by Vincent Seng from Mamasan

CALAVERA:  
Authentic Mexican cuisine

THE KITCHEN @ THE COLLECTIVE:   
Modern Australian share plates

THE ROOFTOP @THE COLLECTIVE:   
Rooftop bar and dining 

TWO SEASONS COFFEE ROASTERS:  
Barista cart with seasonal coffee blends, smoothies and slices

WE ASKED JEREMY TO  
SPILL THE (MEXICAN) BEANS 
ON CREATING THIS MARKET 
DISRUPTOR:

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO CREATE THE 
COLLECTIVE AND HOW LONG DID IT 
TAKE FROM CONCEPT TO LAUNCH? 

Chloe, Wayne and myself were inspired while 
travelling around Europe and eating at many 
of the amazing foodie markets. We loved the 
selection, the atmosphere and the fact that 
we could all eat different things and spend 
hours eating and drinking the day away. 
From there the idea grew over the course 
of a year or so (perhaps better measured in 
bottles of wine drunk at the dinner table) and 
snowballed in to what The Collective 
represents today. 

WHAT WERE YOUR TOP CRITERIA FOR 
DECIDING WHICH EATERIES TO INCLUDE? 

We put our heads together and came up 
with the desired mix that we wanted to 
achieve to reflect “The Collective” mentality 
of offering a variety of choices under one 
roof. From there we went to some of our 
favorite local eateries on the coast and got 
talking to the owners and chefs in those 
businesses. We were looking for likeminded 
creative people who shared our excitement 
for food, drink and fun and are really excited 
with the team that has come together.

HOW IS THE COLLECTIVE DIFFERENT 
FROM ANY OF THE OTHER FOODIE 
HAUNTS ON THE COAST? 

The Collective is like having all your 
favourite restaurants under one roof. There 
are three things that set us apart:

1. Our variety of choice:  We have 150+ menu 
items to choose from.  

2. The venue: We have a large indoor/
outdoor atmosphere making the most of the 
beautiful Queensland climate with a rooftop 
space that offers ocean glimpses and 
spectacular hinterland sunsets. 

3. Our staff and culture: As owners of the 
business we are truly blessed to have such 
a fantastic team of friendly, energetic and 
interesting people at every level.

YOU’VE BEEN BOOKED OUT SINCE 
LAUNCH – HOW FAR AND WIDE ARE YOU 
PULLING YOUR CLIENTELE FROM? 

Having opened in peak tourist season we 
have certainly seen a lot of travellers coming 
through the venue, however we are most 
excited to have support coming from all over 
the Gold Coast.  We are so grateful to the 
Palm Beach locals who have been out in full 
force, having watched the building grow and 
develop, and also people coming from all 
over the Gold Coast to come and enjoy The 
Collective. 

WHY DO YOU THINK THERE’S BEEN 
SUCH A POSITIVE RESPONSE TO THE 
COLLECTIVE? 

We were always pretty confident that the 
concept would be well received however, as 
with any business, the true success comes 
down to the people in it. Our motto of “Better 
Together” is prevalent in everything we do, 
and despite some early teething issues for 
our systems, the team have handled all 
the challenges of opening with constant 
smiles, friendliness, personality and energy 
and have provided a new style of friendly 
and personable hospitality that has been 
really well received.

WHAT’S YOUR TOP PICK MENU ITEM FOR 
DINING WITH KIDS? 

It has to be Luckies’  Mac n Cheese. Or for 
posh pups, the Truffled Mac n Cheese is 
mind-bogglingly awesome!

WHAT ABOUT YOUR BEST PICK FOR A 
“BACK-TO-SCHOOL HALLELUJAH LUNCH” 
WITH THE MUMS? 

After a long school holiday break, I’m sure 
mum deserves a glass of Champagne, with 
some freshly shucked Champagne Pearl 
Oysters. Then an ice cold jug of rose sangria 
to share with the girls to accompany The 
Italian Job’s Piatto Misto, with some of the 
best meats and cheeses you will find outside 
of Europe.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE COLLECTIVE? 

We have an exciting schedule of events 
through 2017 that will continue to excite the 
Gold Coast foodies, so watch this space.

The Collective Palm Beach is open from 
12 noon to 9pm, seven days a week plus 
breakfast at The Kitchen @ The Collective 
from 7am daily.

EAT...

THE COLLECTIVE 
PALM BEACH

WWW.THECOLLECTIVEPALMBEACH.COM.AU

By Courtney Robinson
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Justin Beiber rates them. So too does George W 
Bush. There are even police departments across 
the world that have embraced them. And now 
you too can experience the Gold Coast breeze 
through your hair while enjoying the futuristic fun 
of a NineBot.

Also known as a ‘Segway’ or ‘personal 
transportation robot’, these battery powered fun 
machines are now available for hire in the first 
and only guided Ninebot tours on the Gold Coast 
- courtesy of Kenn Holmes.

Just to rewind a little, Kenn has years of 
experience riding Ninebots in his previous role at 
Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary. He’d take visiting 
celebrities (such a John Travolta!) on Ninebot 
tours around the park so, when it came time for a 
career change, it was a change that was always 
going to centre around a Ninebot – or six!

As a participant on Kenn’s Ninebot tour, you 
will not only experience the beachside beauty 
of Coolangatta, Kirra Point, Snapper Rocks, 
Greenmount Beach and Rainbow Bay you’ll also 
take in a chunk of local history. While we thought 
we knew the area pretty well, Kenn identified 
interesting memorials and other points of interest 
along the way, providing an unexpected but well 
received local history lesson.

But before you can take in the local sights, you 
need to master the ‘robot’. Kenn puts newbie 
users at complete ease with his affable nature 
and thorough rider briefing before we set off. 
It honestly only took us five minutes of training 
on the grass to feel comfortable enough to 
tackle the public pathways – and concrete! 

While these machines are full of amazing futuristic 

technology (sensors in the base of the Ninebot are 

tracking your body 200 times per second) they are 

amazingly easy to master. It’s all about balance. To 

control the forward motion and braking, you simply 

tilt your body just slightly forward or just slightly 

back. Want to go faster? Tilt a little further forward. 

And steering is a matter of simply leaning slightly 

left or right with your handlebars. Easy.

Some have described ‘Ninebotting’ as electric 

surfing and that’s a pretty accurate description. 

It’s also relaxing and honestly joyful. So, if you want 

to take in a totally different perspective of the 

eighth World Surfing Reserve, Kenn’s Ninebot tours 

run from Tuesdays to Saturdays with options of 

30-minute or hour-long tours. Trust me though – 

you’ll won’t want to get off after just 30 minutes. It’s 

too much fun. Make sure you take the hour option!

WWW.NINEBOT.COM.AU

ADVENTURE...

CRUISE  
CONTROL
By Belinda Glindemann
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The 100-hectare RACV Royal Pines Resort on the  
Gold Coast features something for everyone and it all 
just got a whole lot better as a family destination with 
the opening of the fabulous multi-million dollar water 
park. With children’s playgrounds, pools, restaurants and 
bars and shuttle bus services to Broadbeach and Surfers 
Paradise, Royal Pines and its water park are ideal for a 
family getaway – even in winter (because, remember, kids 
never feel the cold!). 

Royal Pines Resort general manager John Morris says 
the new waterpark provides guests, and particularly their 
children, with hours of endless fun on the three water 
slides and other aquatic features.

“We are really excited about the waterpark. Families 
love the heated pool, separate toddler pool and water 
features such as tip buckets, water cannons and aqua 
hoops,” he says.  

“Adding the water park to our existing children’s 
playground, giant jumping pillow and range of dining 
options means the resort really is a one-stop destination 
for families.”

The family-friendly resort also offers tennis, a football field, 
a school holiday evening kids club and activities supplied 
by Timeout Adventures such as Ozbobbles and Segways. 

Check out the Royal Pines Resort Family Package, 
which includes five nights of luxury accommodation for 
two adults and two children, a two-course dinner for 
the family at Trattoria Amici restaurant and unlimited 
access to Dreamworld, WhiteWater World and SkyPoint 
Observation Deck for the duration of your stay. 

WWW.RACV.COM.AU 

STAY...

GET WET AT 
ROYAL PINES 
RESORT

1  PA L M  B E AC H  PA R K L A N D S

2  C U R R U M B I N  R O C K  P O O L S

3  B R O A D WAT E R  PA R K L A N D S  
 P L AY  A R E A  W I T H  T H E  K I D S

4  R OYA L  P I N E S  WAT E R PA R K  
 ( O F  CO U R S E )

5  K I R R A  B E AC H

TOP 5  
PLACES TO GET 
WET ON THE GC
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With our first steps off the timber boardwalk and into 
the soft white sand of Mon Repos Beach’s turtle rookery, 
you could cut the excitement in the night air with a knife. 
Giggling children squeezed their parents’ hands tight, the 
adults themselves craning their necks and squinting into 
the blackness for a glimpse of Mother Nature’s work.

Our group assembled a short way down the beach, 
circling our ranger guide and hanging off his every 
(educated) word. As he outstretched his arm, finger 
pointing down to the swirling shoreline that we could just 
make out in the moonlight, the anticipation was palpable.

“See that big, black, shiny object emerging from the 
ocean?” he asked. 

“Yes, yes, yes!” the group eagerly answered, awaiting 
confirmation of our very first turtle sighting.

“Well, that…is a rock.” 

Funny guy.

Mon Repos, 15km east of Bundaberg and about 4.5 
hours drive north of Brisbane, is home to the largest 
concentration of nesting marine turtles on Australia’s east 
coast and is the most significant Loggerhead nesting site 
in the South Pacific. Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service 
operate ‘Turtle Encounter’ tours, seven nights a week from 
November to late-March annually giving tourists a close 
encounter with these amazing reptiles. Nesting mother 
turtles appear on the beach from November to January 
and the hatchlings can be spotted from January to 
March.

On our visit in late-January, we were lucky enough to 
witness both spectacles in the one night. Miss 6 and Miss 
4 squealed with delight as our guide’s torchlight revealed 
a bubbling mass of teeny tiny green-black turtles, each 
with a shell about the size of a 50-cent piece, clambering 

from the sand in an awkward, clumsy mess 
of flippers. Our guide explained that only 
one in 1000 of these babies would survive 
long enough to lay her own clutch of eggs 
– a statistic that made us realise just how 
special those massive adult turtles are. 
They need to survive natural predators 
and human interference (whether that be 
our rubbish in the waterways, our boats’ 
propellers or our fishing nets) for 30 years 
before their internal GPS brings them back 
to the beach where they were born to lay 
their eggs. 

Further along Mon Repos Beach that night, 
we were lucky to witness life come full circle 
for one of those hatchlings.

Our group waited in stillness and silence 
while the nesting mum emerged from the 
water (and, yes, she did look like a rock), 
tracked directly up the beach and settled 
herself down. With her hind flippers, she dug 
a nest and began to lay her eggs. Once 
she’d laid about 10 or so, our guides said 
we were able to approach her and watch 
the rest of the amazing process up close. 
Positioned at the ‘southern’ end of the big 

mumma, only a metre from the torch-lit 
action, hubbie and I fielded some interesting 
questions about the anatomy of a female 
turtle from our little Misses as we watched 
the slimy ping pong ball-like eggs slip out. 
Only minutes later, the mother turtle finished 
her job, covered up the eggs and ambled 
back down to the water. In what was the 
best moment of the night, we were asked 
by our guides to help relocate her 129 eggs 
to higher ground. You see, turtle eggs are 
porous so nests dug below the high-tide 
mark need to be relocated or the eggs 
‘drown’. 

Eyes wide with amazement and steady 
hands fixed in a bowl shape, Miss 6 clutched 
a freshly laid turtle egg, slowly and carefully 
carrying it up to the man-made nest in the 
higher sand dunes. She made a wish for 
the baby inside the egg that night – that 
it would be that one in 1000 so we could 
keep coming back to Mon Repos to enjoy 
this amazing turtle encounter experience for 
many years to come. And the rest of us were 
with her on that.

WWW.NPSR.QLD.GOV.AU

ELSEWHERE...

MON REPOS 
TURTLE 
ENCOUNTER

By Belinda Glindemann
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MERMAIDS AND MYTHICAL CREATURES 
WILL OCCUPY THE SANDS AND 
STREETS OF SURFERS PARADISE THIS 
FEBRUARY AS THE PRECINCT HOSTS THE 
2017 SAND SAFARI ARTS FESTIVAL. 

Sand Safari Arts Festival runs from February 10 to 26 
and includes an array of events for the entire family to 
celebrate the Gold Coast’s sun, surf and sand. The annual 
festival launches with the Australian Sand Sculpting 
Championships, which hosts the country’s most talented 
sculptors as they intricately carve life-sized masterpieces 
inspired by the theme ‘Mermaids and Mythical Creatures’ 
from 10 tonnes of sand. Festival-goers can vote for their 
favourite creation, with the ‘king or queen or the castles’ 
announced at 4pm on February 12.

The celebration doesn’t end at the beach, with the 
excitement extending beyond Surfers Paradise with Sand 
Trail. More than 20 works of sand art will appear in hotel 
lobbies, libraries and shopping centres from Tweed Heads 
to Loganholme. 

Australia’s Sand Sculpting Champions will be joined by 
the United Kingdom’s renowned “inflatablist” Luke Egan 
(aka Filthy Luker), exhibiting his bold, playful and clever 
inflatable art interventions throughout Surfers Paradise. 
Known locally for creating the enormous green tentacles 
that overtook The Islander during Sand Safari 2016, Luke 
has produced hundreds of innovative sculptures, among 
them giant squids attacking cities, diversions around huge 
banana skins and trees accented with oversized googly 
eyeballs.

Sand Safari is an interactive event with an array of free 
and fun activities for families and children including sand 
art and workshops on the beachfront. A series of sand 
and sea-inspired art, from bold murals and inspiring 

photography to pop-up galleries, will feature throughout 
the Surfers Paradise precinct to provide more 
opportunities for discovery and wonder. 

Sand Safari 2017 is a wonderful opportunity to rediscover 
Surfers Paradise, while experiencing the precinct’s retail 
offerings, restaurants, cafés and family-friendly attractions 
that form the Gold Coast’s sixth theme park.

VISIT WWW.SURFERSPARADISE.COM

WHAT'S ON...

SANDS  
OF TIME

KING OF  
THE CASTLES

If you could think of the coolest job in the world, what would 
that be? After speaking to Peter Redmond, we think we've 
nailed it. Professional sand sculpting. Yep, Peter’s paid to 
make sandcastles for a living! 

A graphic designer and illustrator by trade, based in 
Melbourne, Peter is set to hit the Gold Coast in February 
for Sand Safari where he’ll be battling it out with other 
professional sand sculptors at the 2017 Australian Sand 
Sculpting Championship. 

“Making sandcastles” is quite the understatement though. 
Sand sculpting is a lot more technical and complex than 
simply patting handfuls of sand together to a back track of 
waves crashing, kids frolicking and seagulls squarking. For 
starters, as Peter explains, sand sculptures are not made of 
general beach sand. Sculptors will create formwork that’s 
sympathetic to the proposed sculpture’s general shape. 
Then they will fill the formwork with compacted brickies’ 
loam (a quarried specialist sand) before taking to that sand 
with a set of specialist tools including builder’s trowels, small 
shovels and even kitchenware such as spoons, forks and cake 
decorating palette knives!

Peter has spent the past 10 years honing his craft. He’s been 
contracted to sculpt sand into everything from animals and 
people to promotional objects for advertising agencies and 
other corporate events, for example. Sand sculpting has 
allowed Peter to travel the globe – he has even sculpted 
sand in the Maldives! #dreamjob

“The biggest sculpture I’ve done was a 300-tonne medieval 
castle in Victoria,” he says. 

So, on your next visit to the beach, if there’s one family who 
you don’t want to pitch your beach tent alongside, it’s Peter’s. 
Imagine how high he sets the sandcastle bar?

“My daughters are 23 and 19 now but, yes, we have made 
some pretty cool sandcastles in our time!”

FOR MORE ABOUT SAND SAFARI,   
WWW.SURFERSPARADISE.COM/WHATS-ON/FREE-
EVENTS/SAND-SAFARI

In every grain of sand  
there is a story of the earth...

RACHAEL CARSON
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“I have always had an interest in design and not 
just exclusively in the furniture domain,” Grason 
explains. “I have designed and built buildings 
right through to shop fit outs for cafes and office 
interiors. I suppose I really just got hooked on 
the furniture and lighting design element as 
it was a creative process I could control from 
beginning to end with as many iterations as I 
liked, so it really allowed me to explore the realm 
in more detail.

“I enjoy working through the furniture design 
and making process but if I were to be honest 
I would enjoy a bit more time focusing on the 
design practice as this is where my heart is. 
Saying this, I believe it’s important to spend 
time in the workshop, prototyping and working 
through the building process so there will always 
be time for this in my life.”

The story behind the Kira & Kira furniture label 
is an interesting and fateful one. Simone says it 
was back in 2012 that Grason was simply asked 
by a friend to build a credenza. Everyone loved 
it. He made another and another and since 
that time, “The Iconic” credenza has gone on 
to be one of Kira & Kira’s best selling pieces 
ever. Simone describes the pair’s style as “mid 
century, modern minimalist”.

“We pride ourselves on offering unique designs, 
using quality materials and building our product 
locally,” Grason says. “Short term, the expansion 
of our furniture range is our top priority as we 
would really like to extend what we have to offer 
our customers.”

The Kira & Kira store is home to Grason’s work as 
well as many other local artisans’ wares. Ahoy 
Traders’ original art tiles are there as well as 
Armadillo & Co rugs, jewellery, stunning original 
paintings, other wall art, The Beach People 
roundie towels and more.

“We enjoy engaging with other Australian 
designers, artists and makers,” Grason says. 
“This element of the business is fantastic and 
we have had some really beautiful alternative 
work in store and we are proud to be involved 
with other creatives both locally and throughout 
Australia.

“Simone and I have both had other careers in 
the past and coming together to create Kira 
& Kira has been the most rewarding thing we 
have achieved as far as our professions are 
concerned. I can’t find any cons with working 
with my wife except perhaps one; we both want 
to be the boss!”

VISIT WWW.KIRAANDKIRA.COM.AU

KIRA & KIRA HUSBAND AND WIFE  
DUO GRASON AND SIMONE KIRA  
MAKE LIVING AND WORKING 
TOGETHER, WELL, WORK. AND  
WORK WELL AT THAT.

Combine two ex-bankers, “a clever eye” (or four!) and 
some entrepreneurial spirit and you have one of the 
hottest Gold Coast interiors stores and the eponymous 
furniture brand Kira & Kira.

Simone and Grason Kira are business partners in Kira & 
Kira as well as being a formidable husband-and-wife 
partnership boasting 27 years of ‘togetherness’.

“We do work well together because our strengths are 
different,” Simone explains. “Grason is really hands on and 
driven and I’m more the people-person. He has a clever 
eye and is a really entrepreneurial guy.”

Grason is quick to return the love.

“Simone is a really passionate person!” he enthuses. 
“Anyone who knows her cannot deny her enthusiasm for 
life and I enjoy working with her on the many projects 
that arise. She brings another level of engagement to our 
customers at Kira & Kira.”

Simone leads the retail side of the business from its Miami 
location (Gold Coasters may remember her for launching 
Dragonfly at Burleigh Heads) and with his background 
in design and shopfitting, Grason heads the Kira & Kira 
workshop at Burleigh Heads. It’s a haven of timber and 
talent where coveted furniture pieces such as dining 
tables, entertainment unit/credenzas, bench seats, stools, 
lights and mirrors are produced with love and care. 

SHOP...

TWO’S  
COMPANY

Simone describes the pair’s 
style as “mid century, 
modern minimalist

1  B I K I N I  &  M E ,  F O R  H E R S E L F

2  D R AG O N F LY,  F O R  T H E  K I D S

3  M E CC A ,  PAC I F I C  FA I R ,  F O R  M A K E - U P

4  I N C U,  O N L I N E

5  B O R R O W E D  N U R S E R Y,  
 F O R  P L A N T S  & P OT S

SIMONE FROM  
KIRA&KIRA'S 5 FAVOURITE  

PLACES TO SHOP
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THE BOAT
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